


blossomed.  Over the years, Lewis University has given its students the opportunity to 

encounter a vast array of experiences.  Best Buddies is just one of the academic and 

organizational programs available to all students.  I am sure, that each of you can tell 

your own story of what the Lewis community has done for you! 

Since the moment you walked onto a Lewis University campus, you became part 

of this Lewis Community, a community of people who have come together for teaching 

and learning, a community that emphasizes both knowledge and spirituality, and a 

community that most importantly accepted you for who you are and who you want to 

become.  Faculty, staff, and students are united together through the mission values of 

association and justice to create a unique community that has allowed all of us to grow 

within what we understand at Lewis as a sanctified zone, a place where people are 

committed to an effort to end racism, bias, and prejudice by valuing diversity in a safe 

and nurturing environment.  The diversity of ethnicity, intelligence, age, culture, and 

experience come together like a puzzle with each piece being just as important as the 

next.  As a member of many diverse communities, including family, friends, and co-

workers, we realize that they offer support, guidance, and a sense of belonging.  

Communities have given so much to me that I feel it is my



service to others, each person possesses the ability to make a positive difference.  Use 

your abilities and talents that you have gained at Lewis University to improve this world.     

Today, I encourage the Lewis University class of 2002 to take the seed of the 

Lewis Community that has been given to us and plant it wherever we go and in whatever 

we do.  Nurture the seed through service and dedication and it will grow.  By taking with 

us a part of the Lewis community, we will enrich other communities.  By doing so, we 

are enabling magical things to occur, like the friendship between Robert and me.  I am 

sure that each and every one of you has a “Robert” who has inspired you and has taught 

you lessons that you will carry with you the rest of your life.  For some of you it may be 

your parents, or a professor, or maybe even a friend.   Whatever form your “Robert” 

comes in, be sure today, to thank them for the inspiration and lessons learned.  I stand 

before you and challenge each one of you to open your lives to diversity and establish 

relationships to build community.  Go forward in life and take with you all you have 

learned at Lewis University.  Good luck to all of you! 
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